LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held on 15th June 2010
Chairman: Cllr. Johnson
Councillors: 
Burke, Emery, Fisher, Lovatt, Plant, J. Povey, S. Povey & Robinson

Apologies:  Cllrs: Chauveau, Harrison
1.
Minutes of the Meetings held 10th May 2010 were received for Chairman’s signature.
2.
Declarations of Interest None.
3.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce The new chairman is Mike Green and Mike Cozens is assisting businesses on a voluntary basis.
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre A meeting had been held with private investors and an Extraordinary General Meeting of the trustees will be held on 21st July 2010. Concern was expressed about Leek Town Council’s future role in the project. It was resolved that a report would be issued before the next Town Council meeting. 
It was reported that Staffordshire Moorlands District Council would no longer be a partner in the Parkside Project and has plans to deliver an Arts Centre in the town centre.
c) Twinning Eurofest will be held during the first weekend in October and Westwood College and Leek High Students will be attending. Remembrance commemorations will be held in Este between 4th to 8th November 2010. 
d) Events Committee   The next meeting will be held on 28th June 2010 at 2.0pm in the Clerk’s Office. A meeting will be held on 12th July with the organizers of the Wardle event, to discuss celebrating the 200th anniversary of Joshua Nicholson’s birth in 2012.
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial A decision by the Heritage Lottery Fund on the funding application will be given by the end of the month.
The Nicholson family members who had recently visited Leek have passed on their thanks to the town council for the hospitality shown to them.
f) Friends of Brough Park There will be a tour of the park next week with Les Latham from High Peak Borough Council to discuss its long term development.
4. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. See attached.

i) It was noted that additional planters have been purchased and are sited by the Monument.

ii) Cllr. Povey would establish from Staffordshire County Council if we are allowed to claim more than the £5,200 currently claimed for the Lengthsman Scheme.

5.
Premises Licence Application (Variation) Application from Barracuda Pubs and Bars Ltd for a variation to the premises licence for the Engine Room, 10, Stockwell Street. The timings requested are: Sunday to Wednesday 08.00 to 00.00 hours and Thursday to Saturday 08.00 to 01.30 hours. (The premises are currently licensed: Sunday 12.00 to 22.30 hours, Monday to Wednesday 10.00 to 23.00 hours, Thursday to Saturday 10.00 to 00.30 hours.  

The application was recommended for approval.

6.
Christmas Decorations To consider the quote from Blachere regarding new Christmas decorations. The hire cost would be £3,930 per annum for 3 years.

It was resolved that the new decorations would be hired once the cost and permission from Staffordshire Highways to install them on to the lighting columns is obtained.
The cost of purchasing the “old” decorations would also be obtained.
7.
Insurance Policy It was resolved to take out Aviva Insurance of £3,810 for one year and to obtain new quotes next year.
8.
Community Safety Partnership Philip Alsford (Principal Community Safety Officer at SMDC) would be invited to a town council meeting to discuss issues relating to anti-social behavior and crime.
9.
Staffordshire Highways – The reply from David Greatbatch regarding the land at Roly Capper stating that the land belongs to Staffordshire Highways was noted. A request would be made to Chris Drage from SMDC for information regarding the proposals to landscape the area.
10.
Staffordshire County Council – Leek Safer Routes to School The East Street and Novi Lane schemes were fully supported. It was recommended that additional railings should be installed on the corner by the Co-operative and on the opposite corner. It was recommended that “20 mile per hour” signs should be included in the Springfield Road scheme, instead of the proposed “humps”.
11.
Certificate in Local Council Administration It was noted that
 the clerk has been awarded the Certificate in Local Council Administration by completing a portfolio to demonstrate the required standard for local council administration. The criteria for the town council to obtain Quality Status would be included on a future agenda.
12.
Ball Haye Green Recreation Ground  i) Permission was given to Haregate in Action regarding the use of the recreation ground for a Gala Day on Saturday 17th July 2010. No vehicles would be allowed if the ground is saturated. ii) It was resolved to investigate funding options to update the play equipment. 
13.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

i)
Licensing Premises licence application (variation) from Admiral Taverns (Pyramid) Ltd for the Prince of Wales, Fernwood Drive. The application requests the removal of a licence condition:”no drinks to be consumed outside”.

The application was recommended for refusal.

ii) Staffordshire Moorlands Community Awards  It was noted that SMDC will be launching the Community Awards on 16th June 2010 and nominations should be made to the Leek Post & Times, SMDC or Moorlands Radio. 
iii) Leek & District Sports Council The letter of thanks was noted from Leek & District Sports Council regarding the Town Council’s donation of £1,150.
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