LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the General Purposes Committee
held on 19th July 2011

Present: Chairman, Cllr. Fisher
Councillors: 
Cooper, Cowie, Emery, Harrison, Johnson, Podmore, J. Povey, S. Povey & Wood
Apologies: Cllrs: Lovatt & Plant

20.
Minutes of the Meetings held 21st June 2011 were received for Chairman’s signature.

21.
Declarations of Interests None.
22.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce The recent “Totally Locally” presentation was very well attended.
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre An update on progress would be given at the next meeting.
c) Twinning Guests from Este will be visiting Leek from the 10th -14th November 2011 for Remembrance. Eurofest will be held from 29th September to 3rd October 2011. 

The Este Twinning committee is now on Facebook.
d) Events Committee  Around twenty people met at the recent Events committee meetings and are all enthusiastic about staging self-financing events to promote the town. A Pied Poudre event will be held in the town at the end of May 2012 to commemorate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. A tea/swing dance will also be held in the Butter Market/Silk Street and anybody over the age of 86 (the age of the Queen) will receive free tickets. 
Cllr. Fisher suggested a Diamond Jubilee legacy for the town, for example additional signage to promote tourism.
Concerns were expressed regarding the self-financing of events due to a limited pool of sponsors. 

The Dickensian Market will be held on the 3rd December 2011 and a William Morris Festival at the Nicholson Institute on the week leading up to the 24th September 2011.

e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial The damaged weather vane has been repaired and the police have charged somebody for the vandalism. 

The medal board display has been very well received by members of the public.
The de-listing of the taxi rank outside the Talbot will be discussed at the next SMDC Licensing Committee.

A volunteer recruitment campaign was launched at the Royal British Legion event. A poppy making workshop led by Borderland Voices was well attended and Steve Heathcote demonstrated his stonemasonry skills. The restoration and repairs of the Monument will be completed by Remembrance 2011 and it would be open to the public in February 2012.  
f) Friends of Brough Park An exhibition about Brough Park will be permanently displayed at the Leisure Centre. 
23. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. 


The actual expenditure on the Monument would be shown against budgeted 
spend.
24.
The Financial Statement to 30th June 2010 The Financial Statement for the 3 months to 30th June 2011 was received.
25.
Town Improvements and Quality Status-Cllr. J. Fisher A discussion took place regarding how Leek Town Council could support and help with improvements to the town and its centre and the benefits of attaining Quality Status. 
1. Concerns regarding the town centre included: chewing gum, dog fouling, benches, wooden bollards and the weeds on the car parks. One suggestion was to consider employing an additional person to carry out these duties.
Other comments made were as follows: Staffordshire County Council or SMDC should be asked to carry out this work. The cost of employing an additional person/s would have to be re-couped from SMDC.

2.  The Leek Chamber of Trade is trying to facilitate the establishment of a Community Development Trust, which would aim to improve the town centre. It was resolved that Leek Town Council would support the Leek Chamber of Trade in its endeavor to set up a Leek Town centre Community Development Trust and would wish to play a full part in such a venture.   
3. The opportunities as stated in the Localism Bill were discussed, in particular the possible opportunities of  bidding for services such as Leek Cemetery, Brough Park and the recreation grounds, street cleansing and tourism. Comments made included:
i) It was political opportunism.
ii) The Town Council does not have enough say in what happens locally.
iii) Taking over services would have a substantial upfront cost.
iv) Leek is promoted at the Buxton Tourist Information Centre – there are five leaflets covering Leek and the Staffordshire Moorlands. Brough Park is in good condition.
v) We do not have the expertise and would need advice, for example from consultants.

It was resolved that a meeting of the Town Council would be held on Monday 
15th August 2011 at 7.0pm to discuss the resources needed to run certain 
services and advice would be obtained from SMDC. 
4. The current criteria that is required to achieve Quality Status and is currently not being met by the Town Council was discussed, i.e. the production of a quarterly newsletter that has to be made publicly available; increased communication/consultation with members of the public and community organizations; the Annual Report to be made available to the public; the promotion of local democracy and the production of a Training Statement of Intent for staff and members.


The possible benefits of Quality Status were discussed including: delegation of powers from principal authorities; the community/principal councils would have more confidence in the town council and an improvement in the town council’s performance.


The possible disadvantages include: burden on the town clerk and additional resources needed.


It was resolved that Leek Town Council would attain Quality Status.

5. Mick Downes from Urban Vision, which promotes high quality architecture and urban design in the local area, spoke about CABE (Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment) grants that are available regarding Neighbourhood Plans. The £7,000 grant would go towards community consultation with regards to design ideas for Leek town centre, which would be required to complement the Leek Town centre Master Plan. Urban Vision would need to apply for the grant by the end of July 2011 and an additional £13,000 would be needed to complete the Neighbourhood Plan.
The following comments were made: 
It would be a duplication of the Master Plan. 

Lack of public consultation with the Master Plan/highway changes

Sainsburys, SCC and SMDC will be holding a meeting in the next ten days regarding public consultation regarding the highways changes and Derby Street roundabout.

It was resolved that Leek Town Council support an application by Urban Vision to CABE for a grant of £7000 to fund the production of a Neighbourhood Plan for Leek Town Centre.

26.
Ball Haye Green Recreation Ground Quotes for the repairs needed to the play surface at Ball Haye Green recreation ground would be obtained. Malcolm Cunningham at SMCVS would be contacted regarding the quotes and funding for additional play equipment.
27.
5th Leek Scout and Guide Band The thanks were noted from Brian Pointon to all the councillors who attended the recent Annual Review. 
28.
Exclusion of the Public - The Chairman moved: “That in accordance with section 19 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of the business next to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting”.


29.
Confidential  It was resolved to provide a water supply to the Monument costing up to £1800 and a contingency provision of £7,000 for repairs. 
30.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
a) Cllr. S. Povey would invite a representative from Sainsburys to attend the September town council meeting to discuss the project timetable.

b) To include on the next agenda possible solutions regarding reducing the number of calls taken by the town council on behalf of the district council.


Chairman…………………………………..
Date…………………….

