LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes Of The General Purposes Committee held on 21st June 2011

Chairman: Cllr. Lovatt
Councillors: 
Cowie, Harrison, Johnson, Podmore, J. Povey, S. Povey & Wood
Apologies:  Cllrs: Cooper, Emery, Fisher, Plant 
11.
Minutes of the Meetings held 23rd May 2011 were received for Chairman’s signature.

12.
Declarations of Interests Cllr. J. Povey declared an interest in item 16.
13.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce The recent meeting had previously been discussed at the Town Council meeting and there was no additional information to report.
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre It was reported that the group is making progress.
c) Twinning The Mayor will hold a reception for the guests from Este, Pertuis and Bad Windsheim on Friday 11th November at the Nicholson Institute, which will be followed by a visit to the National Memorial Arboretum. Remembrance services will be held on Sunday, 13th November 2011 at St Edward’s Church at 9.30am and at Ball Haye Green War Memorial at 2.0pm
d) Events Committee  An Events Committee meeting will be held on 27th June at 6.30pm. The Chamber of Trade is keen to be involved in events to promote the town. The Events Committee and the the Red Lion are holding “Silkfest” in Silk Street car park on Sunday, 31st July 2011 from midday to 6.30pm, which will involve local bands and children’s entertainment. Any profit will go to the Royal British Legion and the Town Council Events Committee.
The Town Council’s insurance company would be consulted to ensure the event would be covered.
Improvements will be made to the Christmas lights and Protech will  be  providing costs for additional decorations.
e) 90th Anniversary of the Royal British Legion As the event is costing £16,500 to stage, the councillors were requested to donate some of the money that is allocated to them as district councillors.  The two-day event will include: a parade from the Market Place to Brough Park involving 90 standard bearers and hundreds of community groups; a replica spitfire; a teenage motorcycle display team; WWII re-enactors, and a 1940s dance with the D-Day Darlings. The Lord Lieutenant of Staffordshire and the Vice Chairman of the Royal British Legion will also be attending. 
f) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial Laura Wigg- Bailey has been appointed as the Activities/Exhibition Co-ordinator. 
A comprehensive inspection has been made from top to bottom of the war memorial and no immediate repairs are required.  The repairs/cleaning/re-gilding will last around 25 years. 

The medal boards painted by the local school children will shortly be installed around the site.

g) Allotments The recent meeting had been productive and Cllr. Wood will attend the Allotment Association meetings.
It was resolved to reimburse the tenant of plot 78 the £25.00 annual rent for the inconvenience caused by the boundary dispute.
h) Fairtrade A new Fairtrade directory will be printed with the names of all the local businesses, schools and community organisations that supply fairly traded products and there will be a Fairtrade stand at the Leek Show promoting Fairtrade products. 
14. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. See attached.
15.
 Electoral Review of Staffordshire The draft recommendations of the Local Government Boundary Commission for England were considered. In summary, the proposals would require the creation of two new parish wards for Leek Town Council, i.e. Birchall and Leekbrook and each would return one member to the Town Council. Leek East and Leek South would be represented by two members, while Leek North and Leek West would be unchanged with three members.

Leek Town Council’s preference would be to retain the current four wards with three members in each. The alternative recommendation is for the proposed six wards to be represented by two members in each ward.
16.
SMDC- Licensing- An application from James Molden and Kieran Williams for a premises licence for “Summerjam”, Leek Hockey Club, Macclesfiled Road on Saturday, 13th August 2011 (supply of alcohol; live music; entertainment from 12.00 to midnight; open to the public from 12.0 on the 13th August 2011 to 1.0am on 14th August 2011). This was noted. 
17.
SMDC Local Development Framework- Community Conversations A number of events are scheduled but concerns would be expressed to SMDC that Leek was not included as one of the venues.
18.
Leek Citizens Advice Bureau The correspondence regarding the future funding for Leek CAB was noted. Further information would be sought regarding funding and the potential affects for the CAB service in Leek.
19.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
i) Town Council Insurance   It was resolved that the insurance policy would remain with WPS Insurance during 2011/12 at a cost of £4,182.02, which was £518 cheaper than the Zurich Insurance quote. 
An up to date valuation of the Nicholson War Memorial and Bank House would be obtained.

j) Moorlands Partnership Board–  Cllr. Cowie would be the Town Council representative.

k) Staffordshire County Council –Temporary Road Traffic Regulation (re. gas main renewal) 1st August to 4th September 2011 Prohibition of any vehicle proceeding in that length of Westwood Road from its junction with Wallbridge Drive for a distance of 30 meters in an easterly direction. This was noted.
l) Parking on Stanley Street –Clarification would be obtained from the police regarding the legality of parked cars on Stanley Street.
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