LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held on 23rd May 2011

Chairman: Cllr. Lovatt
Councillors: 
Cooper, Cowie, Emery, Johnson, J. Povey, S. Povey & Wood
Apologies:  Cllrs: Fisher, Plant & Podmore
1.
Minutes of the Meetings held 19th April 2011 were received for Chairman’s signature.

2.
Declarations of Interests None.
4.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce The AGM will be held on 14th June at 6.0pm at the Central and there will also be a Question and Answer forum regarding the town centre in which members of the public will be able to ask questions to a panel including: Cllr. Emery, Cllr. Hart, Cllr. Wood and Mike Cozens.
An invitation had been sent to Mary Portas for her opinions and ideas for improving Leek Town centre. 

b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre Progress is being made and the group is currently looking at the viability of the Foxlowe.
c) Twinning The recent council elections in Este have resulted in no overall majority and therefore another election will be held and the result will be known on 29th May 2011. Representatives from Este, Bad Windsheim and Pertuis will be visiting Leek for Remembrance weekend and lunch will be provided at the Central.
d) Events Committee  The date of the next meeting is yet to be confirmed.
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial Leek Town Council will be seeking the cost to repair the damage to the pavement area as a result of  a concrete delivery to the Cattle Market Cottage on the 28th April 2011.

A poppy making workshop had been held at the Nicholson Gallery on the 14th April and the Pupil Pyramid Arts Council will soon be working on the 16 boards depicting the medals and information about the Fallen, which are due to be erected around the site by mid-June 2011.

Promotional literature about the project, volunteer roles and the exhibition will be distributed at the RBL 90th anniversary event and the Leek Show. The advert has been published regarding the roles for an Activity Co-ordinator and Exhibition Co-ordinator and interviews will be held on 13th June 2011. The external scaffolding is being erected and once the clock has been dismantled the internal scaffold will be erected.
It was noted that the Leek Town Lands Trust has registered the area around the Monument with the Land Registry. Staffordshire County Council would be contacted to establish what its maintenance responsibilities are.

f) Friends of Brough Park – Art in the Park was very successful and a committee will be formed to organise next year’s event. 
5. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. 

6.
Leek Citizens Advice Bureau- The thanks were noted from Leek CAB for the Town Council’s generous financial support. The Leek Town Council committee member for the CAB would be Cllr. Plant who has undertaken the role for the past four years or Cllr. Cooper if Cllr. Plant does not wish to continue.

7.
Staffordshire County Council, Proposed “No waiting at any time”  restriction in Alma Street, Frith Street and Hillswood Avenue It was resolved to approve the “no waiting at any time”.
8.
Staffordshire County Council, Temporary Road Traffic Regulation Order:  Prohibition of any vehicle from proceeding in that length of  Burton Street from its junction with A53 Newcastle Road for a distance of approximately 20 metres in a northerly direction from 20th May 2011 until 27th July 2011 due to gas main renewal. This was noted.
9.
Staffordshire Moorlands Community & Voluntary Services, Churnet Valley Living Landscape Partnership – Invitation to attend an Open Evening on Wednesday 8th June 2011 at Caldon Lowe Village Hall, nr. Ashbourne between 6pm and 9pm. This was noted.
10.
Training Day It was noted that the Town Council Office will be closed on Wednesday 25th May 2011 as the clerk will be attending a Society of Local Council Clerks training course. Topics include: The Big Society, Legal Powers & Duties regarding community projects, Funding for community projects, Employment issues and Managing a Significant Project (cost £65.00) at the Moat House, Festival Park.
11.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
a) Staffordshire Moorlands Voluntary & Community Sector Assembly The invitation to a meeting of the Moorlands Assembly on Wednesday 8th June 2011 at 12 noon at Eaton House, Buxton Road was received.

b) Staffordshire County Council – Temporary prohibition of stopping on Russell Street, between its junction with A53 Haywood Street and Derby Street. The order will come into operation on Monday 20th June 2011 until 5th August 2011 for footway resurfacing and kerbing works. This was noted.

c) Leek In Bloom –i) Permission from SMDC had been received to site the the four- tiered flower containers in Market Place. 
ii) It was resolved to purchase barrier containers for the fencing at the bottom of Russell Street.

d) Office Closed It was noted that the office will be closed on 1st to 3rd June 2011 due to annual leave.

e) Leek Town Lands Trust It was proposed that Cllrs Johnson, Plant and Wood will be the Leek Town Council representatives. Cllr. Johnson would put this proposal to Leek Town Lands Trust for their consideration.
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