LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes Of The General Purposes Committee held on 19th April 2011

Chairman: Cllr. Johnson
Councillors: 
Chauveau, Fisher, Harrison, Plant, J. Povey, S. Povey & Robinson
Apologies:  Cllrs: Emery & Podmore
97.
Minutes of the Meetings held 15th March 2011 were received for Chairman’s signature.

98.
Declarations of Interests None.
99.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce The AGM will be held on the first Tuesday in June.

b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre A training day for the trustees will be held on 7th May 2011.
c) Twinning More than thirty people will be travelling from Este for Remembrance weekend.
d) Events Committee  On St.George’s Day, the High Sheriff of Staffordshire will give the loyal toast and there will also be a display of  classic cars and  medieval battles from Gaunts Retinue.
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial The application to HLF of £178,000 was successful and thanks were given to Cllr. John Povey and Julie Taylor for their hard work. Work is due to begin on 16th May 2011 and will be completed by the end of August 2011.

A poppy making workshop will be held on May 14th 2011 at the Nicholson Institute as part of the project to make 535 poppies, which equates to the number of the Fallen listed on the Monument.

A meeting had been held with Paul Hurdus from SCC regarding the public realm designs relating to the highway changes. Assurance had been given that amendments to the siting of the proposed traffic lights in front of the war memorial would be possible. 

Quotes would be obtained regarding the recent vandalism to the balustrade.

f) Friends of Brough Park Art in the Park will be held on 7th and 8th May 2011.

The 90th anniversary event of the Royal British Legion will be held on the 16th and 17th July 2011 and the details will be discussed at the next meeting.
g)
Parish Assembly A meeting had been held on 24th March 2011 and items discussed included dog fouling. SMDC have trained some officers and it is hoped that PCSOs would also be given the relevant powers and training. Town and parish council lengthsman would also be able to enforce the dog control orders if they received the necessary training.

Staffordshire County Council has offered to give the training and equipment needed in order for town and parish councils to make pothole repairs.
100. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. 

101.
 Appointment of Internal Auditor It was resolved that Mrs. Elizabeth Thompson would be appointed as the Internal Auditor for Leek Town Council for 2011. Cllr. S. Povey voted against the resolution. The post would be advertised in 2012.
102.
Leek & District Civic Society- Awards Scheme for the Environment “The Nash” on High Street would be nominated. 
103.
Staffordshire County Council  The temporary Road Traffic Regulation Order regarding Ball Haye Green and Prince Street and Haregate Road from 3rd May 2011 until 18th July 2011 due to gas main renewal was noted.


Works of this nature should be completed within 14 weeks.
104.
Exclusion of the Public - The Chairman moved: “That in accordance with section 19 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of the business next to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting”.


105.
Confidential Payment issues were discussed.
106.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

i) The clerk to discuss the condition of the wooden bollards on Derby Street with the relevant community groups.

ii) Wallbridge precinct would be weed-sprayed by the town council.

iii) Boundary dispute on plot 78 Beggars Lane – Mr. & Mrs. Nixon had employed a surveyor who has established that the boundary lies at the bottom of the embankment of plot 78. If this is acceptable to SMDC they will be installing a fence. SMDC will be requested to reimburse Mr. & Mrs. Nixon for the £300 cost of the survey.
A letter of thanks would be sent to Mr. & Mrs. Nixon for the installation of the 3 additional standpipes.

iv) The condition of the fence at Ball Haye Green recreation ground would be investigated. If in the future Leek Town Council renews the fence, any damage done by the occupants in Bodes Business Park will have to be paid for.

v) SCC Surfacing Works - Temporary Road Traffic Order from 16th May to 1st June 2011 from 7.30am to 5.0pm. A temporary 10 m.p.h. speed restriction on the length of the A53 Leek Road and A53 Ladderedge (Longsdon) from its junction with City Lane to approximately 200 metres west of Sutherland Road. This was noted.

vi) Britannia Leek & District Show Society – It was resolved that £70.00 would be donated towards the cost of attending the Leek Show.


Chairman………………………………….
Date………………….
