LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes Of The General Purposes Committee held on 15th March 2011

Chairman: Cllr. Johnson
Councillors: 
Fisher, Harrison, Lovatt, Podmore, J. Povey, & Robinson
Apologies:  Cllrs: Chauveau, Emery, Plant, S. Povey & Burke 

89.
Minutes of the Meetings held 15th February 2011 were received for Chairman’s signature.

90.
Declarations of Interest None.
91.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce No report.
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre Cllr. Fisher would like to know more details regarding the planned community facility for the bowling/cinema complex on High Street.
c) Twinning No report.
d) Events Committee  i) It was resolved that Leek Town Council would contribute £500 to a Nativity event. ii) The St. George’s Day event will take place on Saturday, 23rd April 2011. St George will parade from the Monument and a loyal toast will take place with the Lord-Lieutenant of Staffordshire at the Butter Cross at midday. Gaunts Retinue will perform in front of Trinity Church and there will be a display of classic cars.
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial A decision is due tomorrow from the Heritage Lottery Fund regarding the £178,000 funding bid for the restoration of the Monument. English Heritage and Leek Town Council will contribute £10,000 each; the Moorlands Partnership Board is to contribute £4,000 and £4,000 will be raised from the community.  We have many community partners but require additional  volunteers to act as guides around the Monument and as stewards at the exhibition in 2012. 
f) Friends of Brough Park The next event will be Art in the Park on 7th and 8th May 2011.
g) Fair Trade The Mayor’s Fairtrade reception held on 28th February was a great success and included a Fairtrade producer from Ghana. 
h) Allotments i) The improvements to the car-parking area and paths on the Cheadle Road allotments site would be carried out by Mr. Hilton who had submitted the lowest quote. 
ii) A donation of £110 would be made to the Leek Allotment Holders & Gardeners Association for the annual show. The show will take place on Saturday, 20th August 2011 at St Paul’s Community Hall.

iii) The boundary dispute regarding plot 78 on the Beggars Lane site would be referred to the legal department at SMDC and the tenant of plot 78 would be informed.
92. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. It was noted that the payment of £21.92 to Cllr. S. Povey should have been paid from the Mayor’s allowance.
93.
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council - Dog Control Orders It was noted that SMDC has two environmental crime enforcement officers and additional staff will be trained during March 2011. Staffordshire Police will also be able to use enforcement powers.
94.
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council – Parish Elections 5th May 2011 The correspondence regarding the local elections and the referendum regarding the voting system was noted.
95.
Staffordshire Parish Council’ Association The letter regarding joining the Association was received.
96.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
i) It was noted that the Town Council Office will be closed from 11th to 15th April 2011.
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