LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held on 15th February 2011

Chairman: Cllr. Johnson
Councillors: 
Fisher, Harrison, Lovatt, J. Povey, S. Povey & Robinson
Apologies:  Cllrs: Chauveau, Emery, Plant & Podmore 
79.
Minutes of the Meetings held 18th January 2011 were received for Chairman’s signature.

80.
Declarations of Interest None.
81.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce A presentation had been given regarding the establishment of a Development Trust, which the Chamber has offered to facilitate.
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre 
There is a lot of activity and meetings are being held every two weeks.
c) Twinning Preparations are being made for this year’s Remembrance events. A fundraising fashion show will be held in March 2011.
d) Events Committee  A meeting would be organised regarding the St George’s event and the Christmas events. The following concerns were expressed: i) the planning for the St George’s event ii) lack of a budget for events not including the Christmas lights “switch-on” iii) More sponsorship for events is needed iv) More help is needed on the Events Committee   
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial Officers from the Heritage Lottery Fund had attended a meeting with many of the community groups and schools who are involved with the restoration project. A decision from HLF would be given on 15th March 2011. If successful the work should be completed by November 2011.
The war memorial in St Edward’s church has been repaired and cleaned.

Mrs. Fiona Dowling who is a great-granddaughter of Sir Arthur Nicholson has contacted the “Friends” and may loan Nicholson artefacts for the proposed exhibition. An appeal would be made to family members of the Fallen and the community for war memorabilia.
f) Friends of Brough Park Art in the Park will be held on 7th and 8th May 2011.
g) Fair Trade All councillors are invited to the Mayor’s annual Fair Trade event to be held on 28th February 2011 in the Dove Room at 7.00pm. Fair Trade food and wine will be available and a producer from Ghana will be attending. 
82. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment.
83.
Parish Poll The cost of £13,186.78 for the Parish Poll was noted. Fifty per cent will be paid in March 2011 and fifty per cent in the financial year 2011/12.


Cllr. Johnson would express his concerns to SMDC about some of the high charges.
84.
Internal Auditor It was noted that Leek Town Council’s Internal Auditor, David Ingman has retired. A letter of thanks would be sent and a new auditor will be sought for 2011.
85.
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council It was noted that the following events regarding the Churnet Valley Masterplan will be held: Friday 4th March 2011 from 10.0am to 3.15pm at Consall Hall Gardens and Tuesday 15th March 2011 from 6.0pm to 8.0pm at the Nicholson Museum. Cllr. Johnson and Cllr. Lovatt would attend the event on Tuesday 15th March 2011.
86.
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council Suggestions regarding “Action Days” are required that should benefit the local community and provide enough work to keep a team of workers occupied for a half or whole day. This was received.
87.
Staffordshire County Council  Bids are invited for the Community Paths Initiative for projects to improve the local rights of way network. The deadline is 30th April 2011 and further details are in the Town Council Office. This was received.
88.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
1. A letter of complaint would be sent to SMDC regarding the litter around the land outside Wilkinsons and Argos.
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