LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes Of The General Purposes Committee held on 18th January 2011

Chairman: Cllr. Johnson
Councillors: 
Burke, Emery, Fisher, Plant, Lovatt, Podmore, J. Povey, S. Povey & Robinson
Apologies:  Cllrs: Chauveau & Harrison  
66.
Minutes of the Meetings held 16th November 2010 were received for Chairman’s signature.
67.
Declarations of Interest  None.
68.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce No report.
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre 
The sixteen new trustees are very active and meetings will be held on 27th January and 10th February. 
c) Twinning A bid has been made regarding funding for Remembrance Weekend, which Bad Windsheim has been invited to. Donations have  been given for the floods in Este and a “packing” day at one of the supermarkets will be arranged.
d) Events Committee  Christmas Lights “switch-on” event - The French Market stalls were of better quality and the funfair offered an improved selection of rides. Safety issues had been addressed. The parade route had been changed and the stage issues would be resolved. 
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial The Management and Maintenance Plan was received.
Cllr. John Povey and Julie Taylor had attended a meeting with HLF in Birmingham to discuss the bid and they had recommended it should be submitted in December. Many community groups were now engaged with the project and a decision on funding will be made in March 2011.

The Pupil Pyramid Arts Council which involved eight local schools will be creating 535 handmade poppies. If the bid is successful, they will create 16 panels showing the medals of the Fallen that will be displayed around the Monument during its restoration. 
A meeting with Staffordshire County Council will be needed regarding the design of the public realm area around the Monument; the siting of the public crossing; benches and lighting columns.

It was resolved that CTD Architects would be paid £4,250 for work carried out regarding the re-tendering and the public realm design.
69.
The Financial Statement to 31st December 2010 The Financial Statement for the 9 months to 31st December 2010 was received.
70. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. Cheque 5384 had been paid in error and the work would be carried out on Thursday 20th January 2011.
71.
Parish Poll The result of the Parish Poll held on 6th January 2011 was received.
72.
Fairtrade There will be a Fairtrade Civic event on 28th February 2011 and a talk will be given by a Fairtrade producer from Ghana.

It was resolved that the Town Council would not make a donation of £142.00 regarding the cost of a Fairtrade banner.
73.
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council Budget Consultation Comments made concerning sharing services included: i)The Town Council could run some services better .ii)It should be left to the new council in May 2011iii) The County Council is keen for parishes/towns to take on more responsibility and a transition fund is available. iv)The Big Society/Localism may not work in the larger conurbations.
74.
Staffordshire County Council  The response from Cllr. Mike Maryon regarding the clearing of snow and ice from pavements was noted: “The Government Snow Code web site at: http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Nl1/Newsroom/DG_191868 states that
it is  unlikely you'll be sued or held legally responsible for any injuries if you have cleared it carefully. And in addition people walking on snow and ice have responsibility to be careful themselves”. 
Cllr. Emery’s request for a grit bin at Westwood Recreation ground had been passed on to SCC. An additional grit bin was needed at Churnet View School and the bus routes need to be gritted. There were also concerns that the bins are not being re-filled. Cllr. Stephen Povey would raise these issues with SCC.
75.
Staffordshire County Council The correspondence regarding the Local Councils’ Event from Mr. Ben Adams (Lead Cabinet Member for Communities and Culture) and Viv Evans (Chief Executive of Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association) was noted.
76.
The Local Government Boundary Commission   The Town Council would write to the Boundary Commission with the following concerns:The proposal to  remove Birchall and Leekbrook from Leek South into the Churnet Valley Ward and to highlight that Haregate which is included in Leek Rural has different issues to the rural wards. 

77.
The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 2012 The correspondence from the Staffordshire Office of the Lieutenancy was noted requesting the lighting of beacons during the 2nd to 5th June 2012 to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
78.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
i) Ball Haye Green War Memorial – It was resolved that Stone Surgeons”

would clean the war memorial for £120.
ii) Cittaslow Town  It was noted that Keith Tomkins from the Staffordshire Wildlife Trust has funding regarding the “Churnet Valley Living Landscape” but this could not be used to obtain Cittaslow status. 

iii) SMCVS – Jill Norman will be invited to the next Town Council meeting to give a presentation about the “Big Society” and what it may mean for parish/town councils. 

Chairman…………………………
Date………………….

