LEEK TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held 16th November 2010
Chairman: Cllr. Plant
Councillors: 
Chauveau, Emery, Fisher, Johnson, J. Povey, S. Povey & Robinson
Apologies:  Cllrs: Harrison, Lovatt, Burke & Podmore
58.
Minutes of the Meetings held 19th October 2010 were received for Chairman’s signature.
59.
Declarations of Interest None.
60.
Matters Arising  Leek Town Lands Trust  had accepted the Town Council’s proposal regarding the appointment of trustees until its next AGM. Nominations for trustees should be given to the Town Clerk before the next meeting.
61.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce The festive events in Leek were being extensively advertised and a Winning Windows competition will take place. 
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre The Extraordinary General Meeting had been well supported and the Annual General Meeting will be held on 7th December 2010 at 7.30pm in the Dove Room. A potential benefactor would be invited to talk about the project at a Town Council meeting.
c) Twinning Este will be holding local government elections in April 2011.  Churnet View Middle School will be participating in twinning events.
d) Events Committee   The Christmas lights will be switched on this Friday and there will also be a three-day French market. Entertainment will be provided on the stage from 6.00pm and the parade route will be from Moorlands House down to Market Street and Derby Street. The marshalls to meet at the Britannia Building Society at 5.30pm.
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial A meeting will be held with Heritage Lottery Fund representatives next week in Birmingham and the bid would be submitted by 7th December 2010. 
Concerns were expressed regarding the proposed highway improvements relating to the Sainsburys application that would affect the Monument.
f) Allotments – To note the attached correspondence from SMDC regarding registering the Beggars Lane Allotment site with the Land Registry.
62. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. See attached.
63.
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council The correspondence regarding the Churnet Valley Masterplan was noted.
64.
Staffordshire County Council The correspondence regarding winter salt provision was noted. The Town Clerk to write to Staffordshire County Council regarding the potential public liability issues. 
65.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
i) Variation to premises licences re. The Red Lion, Market Place and Morrisons, Barnfield Close It was noted that the District Council’s Licensing sub-committee will be held on Friday 26th November 2010 to consider the applications.

ii) Ball Haye Green war memorial – Quotes would be obtained regarding the cleaning of the war memorial.
iii) Parish Meeting – A letter to call a parish meeting (Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12) to discuss the proposed town centre highway changes was presented. The following six electors of Leek called for a parish meeting: Cllr. Stephen Povey, Charles Howson, Elsie Pointon, Sandra Allen, Colin Broome, Roger Warrilow and Maureen Motum. The meeting to be held on Monday 29th November 2010 at 7.30pm at the Central Club, Market Street. A referendum (parish poll) could be called by ten percent of the electors present.
The following comments were made: 
a) The cost of the referendum and whether the town council would have to meet the cost. 

b) The Planning Committee will already have made a decision before a referendum could take place.

c) A referendum had taken place in the 1980s and the full cost had been met by Leek Town Council.

d) Insufficient consultation had taken place regarding the impact of the proposed town centre highway changes.

e) Representatives from SMDC and SCC should attend the meeting.
f) A referendum may have some influence if the proposed highway improvements were called in by the Secretary of State.

The cost of a referendum and who would pay for it would be established before the parish meeting takes place.
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