LEEK TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of The General Purposes Committee held on 19th October 2010

Chairman: Cllr. Johnson
Councillors: 
Burke, Emery, Harrison, Lovatt, Podmore, J. Povey, & Robinson
Apologies:  Cllrs: Plant, Chauveau, Fisher & S. Povey
44.
Minutes of the Meetings held 21st September 2010 were received for Chairman’s signature.
45.
Declarations of Interest Cllr. Harrison declared a personal and prejudicial interest in item 57 (b) and vacated the council chamber.
46.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:

a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce The Chamber has a £2000 budget for advertising events during the Festive season and people should let Brian know if they would like an event to be included.
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre An Extraordinary General Meeting has been called on Tuesday October 26th 2010 to consider changing the constitution. 
A discussion was held concerning the potential investors in the Foxlowe project and concerns were expressed regarding the credibility of the investment of £7.3 million. The investors to be invited to attend a Town Council meeting to discuss the plans.
c) Twinning No report.
d) Events Committee  A French Market will be held in the town centre on the 19th -21st November 2010. There will be around 50 stalls and there will be no independent traders. 
Entertainment on the stage will include “Two Grand”, “The Cameleonz” and the Salvation Army. Three schools will also be participating in lantern making workshops. Santa would be needed for the parade.
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial It was resolved to undertake an electrical survey of the Monument that will cost up to £300. Any work required will be included in the lottery bid.
Moorlands Access Group has undertaken an audit of the Monument and has made recommendations regarding the visually impaired. Beresford Memorial School, Borderland Voices and The Talking Newspaper for the Blind would all like to participate with the project. The Heritage Lottery Fund has now advised that funding in the second-round application for the education aspect to the bid can now be revised. 
The Air cadets will be helping to place poppy crosses on the 57 graves of the Fallen buried in Leek Cemetery.

Tenders have been re-submitted to the three contractors with the lowest prices. The Management & Maintenance Plan will be considered at the next Town Council meeting.
f) Friends of Brough Park i) The request for funding regarding Art in the Park will be deferred until the new financial year.
g) Allotments - Boundary dispute between plot 78 Beggars Lane and 15B Beggars Lane.  SMDC has recommended that the allotments are registered with Land Registry. In order to do this a request will need to be made to SMDC for the return of the Beggars Lane allotment deeds, which are currently held by SMDC. It was resolved to ask for the return of the deeds and then to register the allotment land.
47. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. See attached. It was resolved that Tony Lafford would be responsible for the shrubbery at Ball Haye Green recreation ground.

48.
The Financial Statement to 30th September  2010 The Financial Statement for the 6 months to 30th September 2010 was received. 
49.
Royal British Legion 90th Anniversary event The request from the British Legion regarding a financial donation towards the 90th anniversary will be deferred until the new financial year. The Town Council would not be able to insure the event but can provide a meeting place in the Clerk’s Office. The provision of flags was agreed to in principle and the cost would be considered on a future agenda.
50.
Ball Haye Green Recreation Ground It was noted that two companies have produced designs for the proposed improvements to the play equipment. 
51.
Staffordshire Moorlands Community & Voluntary Services Invitation to attend one of the roadshows regarding the Churnet Valley Living Landscape Project was noted.
52.
SMDC The correspondence regarding the parish elections in May 2011 was noted.
53.
SMDC The correspondence regarding waste and recycling collection services was noted.
54.
South Staffordshire Primary Care Trust The questionnaire regarding the consultation on “Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment” was noted. 
55.
Exclusion of the Public - The Chairman to move: “That in accordance with section 19 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 by reason of the confidential nature of the business next to be transacted, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting”.


56.
Confidential – The tender for the installation of the Christmas lights for 2011, 2012 and 2013 was awarded to Protech Electrical Ltd. 
57.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.
a) Licensing Act - Premises licence variation – Red Lion, Market Place. Hydes Brewey request the following:  Live & recorded music, performance of and facilities for dancing, facilities for making music to be indoors, supply of alcohol both on and off the premises from 10.00 to 01.30 Thurs to Sat (Current hours: 10am to 1.0am Mon-Wed, 10am to 1.15am Thurs to Sat, 12 noon to 1.0am Sundays)

Relaxation of the provision of to provide a minimum of 2 door staff (currently 4) from 20.00 and 3 from 22.00 on Fridays and Saturdays. 

It was resolved that the town council could not support the extended hours due to the possibility of an increase in public nuisance.
b) Premises licence variation – Morrisons, Barnfield Close. Sale of alcohol for consumption off the premises to be 06.00 to 23.00 Mon to Sun.  The hours premises open to the public to be 06.00 to 23.00 Mon to Sun.

Removal of the timing restrictions regarding the sale of alcohol on Christmas Day (currently noon to 3.0pm and 7.0pm to 10.30pm) and Good Friday (currently 8.0am to 10.30pm).

It was resolved that the town council could not support the extended hours due to the possibility of an increase in public nuisance.

c) Leek Town Lands Trust The letter from the Leek Town Lands Trust regarding the appointment of trustees was considered. The recommendation would be to appoint two representatives from the Town Council and to nominate two representatives from the community.
d) Citizen Watch project The Moorlands Together Partnership and Mencap scheme regarding helping individuals with learning disabilities feel safe in the town centre was fully supported. Cllr. Johnson would publicise the scheme with the Chamber of Trade.
e) Storage  Alternative storage arrangements would be investigated and included on a future agenda.
Chairman…………………………..
Date……………………

