LEEK TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held 20th July 2010

Chairman: Cllr. J. Povey
Councillors: 
Burke, Emery, Fisher, Harrison, Lovatt, Plant, S. Povey, & Robinson

Apologies:  Cllrs: Chauveau & Johnson
14.
Minutes of the Meetings held 15th June 2010 were received for Chairman’s signature.
15.
Declarations of Interest None.
16.
Monthly reports/updates as appropriate:
a) Chamber of Trade & Commerce No report.
b) Moorlands Community Arts Facility – The Parkside Centre A meeting of the existing trustees will be called as soon as the legal position regarding the constitution is clarified. The aim is to change the constitution in order to remove the formal partners but if any current members wish to continue they will be able to. It was suggested that perhaps the Mayor be invited as a trustee to provide continuity.
c) Twinning Eighteen farmers had recently come over from Este and sixty people from Leek would be attending Eurofest.
Events Committee   In 2012 it is the bicentenary of Joshua Nicholson’s birth, the 10th anniversary of twinning, the Olympic Games and the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. The year could include a celebration of the whole Nicholson family, which may help the HLF bid and would be a good umbrella brand for the town.

It was stated that SMDC and the Nicholson Management group would support a 2012 event; the community need to be involved and to be prudent about the cost. 

d) Cllr J. Povey – i) To give financial support to an event in 2012, depending on match-funding from Staffordshire Moorlands District Council. ii) To work in partnership with other stakeholders for the 2012 event.
e) Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial  The first round grant application to the Heritage Lottery Fund has been successful, but the second-round requirements need to be met. Two officers from HLF would be coming to Leek for a meeting on the 30th July 2010.

It was resolved to open a separate bank account for the Friends of the Nicholson War Memorial committee.

It was resolved that Leek Town Council will contribute £10,000 for the restoration repairs to the Nicholson War Memorial, if the second-round application to the Heritage Lottery Fund is successful.

f) Friends of Brough Park A National Play Day will be held on 5th August and SMDC, the Friends and SCC will be supporting it.
g) Leek In Bloom – i) Thanks were expressed to Paul Bullock for planting up the four wooden planters at the gateways into Leek. Leek Rotary  has volunteered to carry out the watering. 
Other organizations and businesses are welcome to sponsor the town’s summer flowers.
17.
The Financial Statement to 30th June 2010 The Financial Statement for the 3 months to 30th June 2010 was received.

18. 
Payment of Accounts.  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 section 5 (150), the following were accepted for payment. See attached.
19.
Donations  The recommendations from the meeting held on 5th July 2010 regarding requests were approved. See attached. The criteria for determining the grant applications would be reviewed.
20.
Ball Haye Green Recreation Ground  The renewal of the children’s play equipment was agreed to in principle. SMCVS and Haregate in Action/Haregate Residents would establish the cost and funding could then be applied for. Consideration would also need to be given to the proposed new play area in Brough Park. 
21.
Dog Waste Bins Clarification would be sought from SMDC regarding the funding of dog bins.

22.
Parish Online Mapping Service  It was resolved not to purchase this service.  


Further information would be sought regarding registering the town council’s allotments with the Land Registry.
23.
Leek & District Civic Society Awards The refurbished cottages on Church Street would be nominated for an Awards Scheme For the Environment. 

24.
Moorlands Connect Rural Bus Service The information regarding the new bus service which will be launched on 6th September 2010 was noted.
25.
Staffordshire County Council – Information regarding local flooding problems would be sent to the clerk.
26.
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council  The letter regarding the anti-littering campaign that will take place for four weeks starting from 19th July 2010 was noted. 
27.
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council  The proposed revised licensing policy, which is available at: www.staffsmoorlands,gov.uk  was received.

28.
Staffordshire County Council Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association and SCC will be holding a “Local Council Day” event to discuss the relationship between the County Council and local councils. The event takes place at The County Showground, Stafford on Monday, 4th October 2010 from 10.am. This was noted.
29.
Staffordshire County Council It was noted that formal approval has been given to : i)“prohibition of waiting & restrictions, school keep clear markings, raised zebra crossing and raised table junction for East Street, Shirburn Road, Novi Lane and Abbotts Road.
30.
Staffordshire County Council It was noted that vacancies for Local Authority Governors exist at the following schools: St Edward’s Junior High, Meadows Special School, Westwood College and Woodcroft First. 
31.
Action West End Thanks were received regarding the donation of £100 for the Family Fund Day on Sunday 12th September 2010, which all the councillors are invited to attend.

32.
Leek All Saints Operatic Society Thanks were received for the donation of £200. The request to attach boards to the “Leek” boundary signs to advertise the 2011 production of “Oklahoma!” was noted.
33.
To receive items for information To report matters for information not on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.

h) Bench The vandalized bench from Overton Bank would be repaired and installed in St Edward Street, as the residents of Overton Bank do not wish it to be re-installed due to anti-social behaviour.
ii) Licensing It was noted that the Premises licence application (variation) for the Prince of Wales, Fernwood Drive will be considered on Tuesday 27th July 2010. 

iii) Membership of the Town Council It was resolved to seek advice regarding the suggestion to increase the number of members of Leek Town Council. 
iv) Fairtrade Leek’s Fairtrade status will be renewed. It was decided that the Leek Town Mayor would be the patron of  Leek’s Fairtrade. 
Chairman………………………….
Date…………………….
